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This document is meant to assist your reflections while bringing up certain themes. It is not a questionnaire which you are expected to give back. This document can also help you to work in collaboration with colleagues (a method which always proves to be better, if you can do it).  You can therefore answer inside on this sheet, or on any other sheet, as you feel convenient …

N.B. : It will be useful to keep well in mind the questionnaire proposed in slides : « What is desirable – according to you ». Read it again if necessary.  
Themes for reflection : 
We will divide them into two parts:  
· your choices about what is desirable in education as far as languages are concerned;
· what, in your context, leads you to these choices.
We would advise you first to think about the context, and then about what would be desirable. Your reflection can be done in a more flexible manner, alternating between the two parts mentioned above. 
A - Elements of the context which determines your choices :
You do not need to have an answer for each suggestion: you can react only to what you perceive as relevant.
N.B. : Do not consider these elements as possible obstacles (the reflexion about obstacles will come later) but as realities that you have to take into account in order to elaborate a policy which is adapted to the context.
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	i) – The sociolinguistic context : linguistic varieties present in your area / in the school environment ; linguistic varieties being geographically or symbolically (through twinning, traditional relations …) close ; linguistic varieties and the media ;    how languages are perceived. 
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	ii) – The social, political and economic context :  globalisation, social cohesion, exclusion identities, citizenship, values ; political organisation, centralisation, autonomies ; economic development, employment, professional mobility … 
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	iii) The educational context : educational options available, the educational system, compulsory schooling, life-long learning ; school population : diversity ; individual / collective needs ; educational cultures, representations of teaching and learning : equality of opportunity, languages and the access to knowledge and culture …
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B – What is desirable according to you:

B1 – What should be achieved by the teaching of languages … 
… once the student leaves the educational system / when s/he is no longer your student (at the end of the school year, of the cursus which brings you into contact with him/her). You may answer for one or both levels.  What is important is that you keep well  in mind the different domains for which your reflexion is solicited..
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	i) – Which languages, how many languages … ?
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	ii) – Which competencies to teach ? For what purposes ? : This concerns what the learner should know and be able to do (knowledge and skills), the attitudes s/he should have developed / Should this apply to all the languages learned ? / What about cultural skills? Which skills? / What about more general skills ?  Within the linguistic field or beyond it ? / And all this in relation to which traditions, objectives, needs (social, educational …) … ? 
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B2 – Going about attaining this …
… at the level of schooling (eduation) where you practice / in a more general way.  Once again, you can answer for one or both these levels. 
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	iii) – Which methodology to adopt ? Which general principles relating to the learner and learning to adopt ? What should the attitude be towards languages or linguistic varieties already known or in the process of being learned? What activities to undertake in class? Outside the classroom … ? What links should there be with other disciplines ? …
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	iv) Which content ? : Is there content which we need to abandon or reduce ? New content to introduce or develop ? …
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When you have finished, you can go back to the Guiding Document !
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