
The intercultural approach 
 
L’approche interculturelle 



Pluralistic approaches  
to languages and cultures	  

… are didactic approaches which use 

teaching/learning activities involving several 

(i.e. more than one) varieties of languages  

or cultures. 



Four	  pluralis+c	  approaches	  	  
	  
•  Integrated	  didac+c	  approach	  to	  languages	  
•  Intercomprehension	  between	  related	  languages	  
•  Awakening	  to	  languages	  
•  The	  intercultural	  approach	  
	  
	  



The	  intercultural	  approach	  
	  
…	  aims	  to	  develop	  learners	  “as	  intercultural	  
speakers	  or	  mediators	  who	  are	  able	  to	  engage	  
with	  complexity	  and	  mul+ple	  iden++es	  and	  to	  
avoid	  the	  stereotyping	  which	  accompanies	  
perceiving	  someone	  through	  a	  single	  iden+ty”	  	  
(Byram,	  Gribkova	  &	  Starkey,	  2002:	  9f)	  	  



Agenda	  

•  One	  ac+vity	  from	  the	  FREPA	  database	  
	  
•  Discovering	  the	  FREPA	  descriptors	  	  
•  Discovering	  the	  ressources	  of	  the	  database	  



Cul+onary	  -‐	  rules	  

•  Same	  principles	  as	  pic+onnary	  
•  Two	  groups	  –	  five	  cards	  
•  One	  drawing	  per	  card	  (don’t	  show	  your	  card)	  
•  No	  flags!	  No	  words!	  No	  internet	  research!	  4	  min.	  
•  Guess	  the	  word	  the	  drawing	  is	  represen+ng.	  
•  Post	  your	  drawings	  on	  the	  wall	  –	  pair	  them!	  
	  



Where	  do	  we	  get	  our	  images	  from?	  
	  
•  Discuss	  your	  drawings	  and	  reflect	  on	  the	  risks/
advantages	  of	  stereotyping	  	  

•  Find	  the	  FREPA	  descriptors	  for	  the	  ac+vity	  
(knowledge	  /	  a^tudes	  /	  skills)!	  

	  
h_p://carap.ecml.at	  









What	  is	  culture?	  

	  	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  complexity	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  dynamic	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  transna+onality	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  hybridity	  

	  
(savoir être: A7-8) 

Byram (1997) 



The	  FREPA	  offers	  descriptors	  

-‐  to	  describe	  these	  intercultural	  competences,	  	  
-‐  to	  design	  teaching	  materials	  	  
-‐  to	  define	  learning	  objec+ves,	  and	  	  
-‐  to	  develop	  curricula	  within	  the	  field	  of	  
intercultural	  pedagogics.	  	  



Where	  to	  find	  the	  ressources?	  
	  
Teaching	  materials:	  
•  h_p://carap.ecml.at/Teachingmaterials/
Whichteachingmaterialsareavailable/tabid/2826/
language/en-‐GB/Default.aspx	  

Descriptors:	  	  
•  h_p://carap.ecml.at/Descriptorsofresources/
Knowledge/tabid/2407/language/en-‐GB/Default.aspx	  



Intercultural	  educa,on	  in	  the	  primary	  school	  
(Ireland	  2005)	  

•  The	  school	  context	  is	  important	  in	  facilita+ng	  learning	  
•  Intercultural	  educa+on	  is	  for	  all	  children.	  	  
•  Intercultural	  educa+on	  is	  embedded	  in	  knowledge,	  
skills,	  and	  a^tudes	  	  

•  Language	  is	  central	  to	  developing	  intercultural	  
competences.	  	  	  

•  Intercultural	  educa+on	  is	  integrated	  with	  all	  subjects	  
and	  with	  the	  general	  life	  of	  the	  school.	  	  

•  Intercultural	  educa+on	  requires	  a	  real-‐world	  focus.	  	  
•  Intercultural	  educa+on	  takes	  +me.	  	  



The	  content	  of	  intercultural	  educa+on	  is	  
presented	  within	  the	  context	  of	  five	  themes:	  	  
	  

•  Iden+ty	  and	  Belonging	  	  
•  Similarity	  and	  Difference	  	  
•  Human	  Rights	  and	  Responsibili+es	  	  
•  Discrimina+on	  and	  Equality	  	  
•  Conflict	  and	  Conflict	  Resolu+on.	  	  



Discussion	  
	  
•  How	  is	  the	  intercultural	  approach	  integrated	  in	  
your	  curriculum?	  

•  Qu’est-‐ce	  qui	  se	  passe	  dans	  votre	  pays?	  


