

2

Criteria for selecting materials for the Database
1. The material really pertains to a pluralistic approach (you can consult definitions in the introduction to CARAP !)
2. You can identify at least one descriptor from CARAP that the material will help to develop. (N.B. … otherwise it is definitely not a pluralistic approach !) 
3. The learner is active and actually develops knowledge, skills and attitudes.  It is still not enough to say that the methodology is “active” : it is equally important that the activity includes a dimension of personal reflection, especially where the initial knowledge and skills of the learner are concerned …) 
4. It is important to ensure that there is no contradiction between the objectives of the activity and the means its accomplishment will resort to. 

5. The activity must « make sense » for the learner – one must therefore seek a certain authenticity / plausibility in the activity seen from the learner’s view.  This is not to say, however, that one is excluding the world of fiction, games and fantasy …
6. It is important that the material includes explicit instructions for the teacher concerning the following points (if possible all these points): objectives, progression forseen, expected outcomes (including perhaps model answers), the success criteria for the acivity (“One can say that the activity has reached its objectives when / if …”) .   Accounts of actual experience with these activities, as well as examples of learners’ work will be equally valid
.

7. The activity should include the following elements / characteristics (or at least some of them): contextualisation and motivational rationale of the activity, a coherent progression, the possibility of individual and/or group performance in view content and prompts available, a sensible management of time in the different tasks, a moment of recapitulation summarising what has been done / learned.  Of course, the level of difficulty of the task must conform to the cohort it is intended for.
8. The content is of satisfactory quality, both in terms of knowledge of the content, as well as linguistic correctness
 .  The activity does not resort to excessive or caricatural simplification (as for example in the handling of cultural identities and their invariable composite nature).

9. The content is « ethically » acceptable : the activity must not °oppose/ exclude°  °individuals / communities° (especially among the classmates themselves!).

10. For the moment, we do not have the problem of teaching materials dealing with the same theme or the same descriptors for the same level of learner. It will be necessary however to avoid excessive redundancy of teaching materials focussing on the same themes / descriptors / levels. 
Remarks :

a) When a particular activity does not correspond entirely to the criteria, the first option is to drop it completely.  If the shortcomings are not really critical or if, as the case may well be, there are ulterior valid reasons for wanting to include this activity, one can accept the document in the database while adding a remark at the end of the “Description of activity” (such as  « This document is interesting because … Unfortunately, one must note that … » ). 

b) If network members can try out the material in a classroom (or in a micro-teaching situation) before deciding or not to include it in the database, this is obviously an advantage (especially with materials which are unfamiliar).

c) Reminder : the teaching materials can be in any language and deal with any language. 
� 	It is however possible not to adhere strictly to the author’s objectives when one is attributing descriptors to an activity. It is perfectly logical to forsee that the database will include materials which on the one hand correspond to certain CARAP descriptors but which, on the other hand, were designed with completely different objectives by their original author. 


� One must not forget that while network members are familiar with approaches and procedures, the same will not apply for all users of the database.


� In case of doubt, please consult colleagues who are more expert in the language(s). Petra is offering to examine materials dealing with Scandinavian languages … 





